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SCHOOL DAY TIMES 

 

8:25am  

 Entry Bell 

 

8::35-10::35am 

 Learning Block 

 

10:35-11:05am 

 Recess 

 

11:05am-12:25pm 

 Learning Block 

 

12:25-1:25pm 

 Lunch 

 

1:05-3:05pm 

 Learning Block 

 

3:05pm  

 Dismissal 

A Message from the Administrative Team 

We hope that all of our students and their families had a safe and enjoyable March Break. It’s 

hard to believe that we are only a couple of months away from the end of this school year! Staff 

and students continue to be busy in and out of the school. We have many exciting school activi-

ties being offered.  

Staff and students are already preparing for our Spring Concert which will be held on Wednes-

day, May 13th. Our students in grades 1,3,5, and 7  along with the band and Junior-

Intermediate choir and the French Junior choir will be performing to celebrate the season. So 

mark your calendars and come out and celebrate spring with us. 

This  month, our students are learning about the importance of celebrating both our similarities 

and our differences. Students in all grades will be doing activities to understand Autism Spec-

trum Disorders and to develop empathy for each other especially in how we communicate and 

interact socially. On April 8th, we will be reviewing our learning from National Bully Prevention 

and Awareness Week and wearing pink to promote diversity and demonstrate our commitment 

to end bullying. Later in the month, students will be invited to participate in the Me2We initiative 

“We Are Silent”. On Thursday, April 16th, students who choose to participate can be silent for 

part of the day or the full day. Their silence brings attention to those around the world who have 

little or no voice due to poverty, limited access to education, lack of religious freedom or fear 

from the affects of bullying. There will be supports in place for the students who choose to be 

silent in class, at lunch and outside during recesses. 

In order to provide information for Board and School planning, a YRDSB Student Survey will be 

conducted from April 7 to May 15, 2015. The information from this survey will be used to iden-

tify areas to be addressed, monitor progress and plan strategies to support student achievement 

and well-being. The survey will address such topics as equity and inclusivity, school safety, 

learning environment, and student well-being. Students at Buttonville in grades 5-8 will complete 

this online survey during class time in the library. 

This is the time of year that school staff begins the collaborative process of class placement 

meetings. Classroom teachers, in cooperation with support staff, administration, and parental 

input work diligently to create balanced classes for the upcoming school year. School staff con-

sider the academic, social, and emotional strengths, needs, and interests, and more of each 

student when preparing class lists. The ultimate goal of class placement is to support and en-

hance the learning of all students. We welcome any input you wish to share about your child’s 

strengths, needs, and learning styles. However, requests for specific teachers will not be con-

sidered. The responsibility for final decisions lies with administration. Please send any informa-

tion you would like considered about your child’s placement for next year, in writing, to 

either Ms. Higgins or Ms. Jones no later than Friday, May 1st. 

 

Lori Higgins                                                      Shelley Jones                                                               

Principal                                                            Vice Principal 
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A Message from School Council 

 We hope everyone had a great March Break & received a well-deserved vacation.  Like always our lunches 

will be continuing with Mr. Sub on April 7th, pasta from Mother's Deli on April 14th and lunch from Booster 

Juice on April 21st.  Popcorn and cookies will be sold for $1 each on April 9th & April 23
rd

 at lunch time.  We 

also will be introducing another hot lunch from Mother's Deli in May for $5.  It will include your choice of apple 

or orange juice along with one of the 3 following: chicken souvlaki & rice, cooked vegetables on rice or 

chicken fried rice.  We have had many suggestions about the lunches we have been offering over the past 

few years & would really like your input.  In the next few weeks, we will be sending home a questionnaire 

about these lunches & really hope you will take the time to fill it out & tell us which lunches you prefer. 

 

We hope everyone enjoyed our guest speaker Steve Chapelle back in March on Social Media & Internet 

Safety.  On Thursday April 9th, the School Council will be presenting another guest speaker, Dr. Shya-

mala Kiru on dealing with anxiety & children.  Please join us for another informative evening!!  Child 

care will be available. 

 

Another date to mark on your calendar is our annual Grandparent's Tea.  The School Council will be hosting 

this event on Tuesday May 5
th
 & we are inviting all grandparents to come into the school for some tea & re-

freshments while listening to a quick concert & then all are invited to visit their grandchild's classroom after-

wards.  If you would like to volunteer for the morning to help us out, please contact the office. 

 

Lastly our annual Spring BBQ is slowly approaching on Thursday June 4th.  And once again we are asking 

upon the generosity of our parents to donate any small unused items towards the classroom baskets we plan 

on assembling & raffling off.   If any parent owns their own business or has any connections and would like to 

donate any product or service towards our annual event, we would greatly appreciate it.  All money raised 

from this event will be used directly to expand & enhance our existing programs within the school for our chil-

dren. 

  

Our next scheduled meeting is for Tuesday April 7th at 6:30 in the staff room.  All are welcome. 

 

Peri Sygounas & Kerry Mallett 

School Council Co-Chairs 

Training the Brain For Success with Dr. Shyamala Kiru 

 

Dr. Kiru, has spent over a decade working with hundreds of individuals, couples and families as they pursue 

emotional and relational wellness. She is a registered Marriage and Family Therapist with the American and 

Ontario Association of Marriage and Family Therapy. She holds a Masters in Counselling and a Doctorate in 

Marriage and Family Therapy. In this one hour conversation with parents Dr. Kiru will discuss: 

1. Why a positive perspective (confidence) is critical to success. 

2. The correlation between anxiety and confidence . 

3. A simple, step by step guide to help kids manage negative emotions and develop a 

positive perspective. 

Dr. Kiru will be at Buttonville PS to speak with parents on Thursday, April 9 at 6:30, in the library. 

We hope to see you there! 
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Me to We Initiative with Caro Kingston 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At Buttonville, all of the students will be invited to participate in We Are 

Silent on Thursday, April 16th, which is a Me to We initiative bringing 

attention to those who have no voice, such as victims of bullying, lack of 

education, financial hardship, etc. Through this initiative our students will 

learn about issues that effect their peers both in Canada and across the 

Globe.  For more information you can go to http://

At Buttonville, we are all moving from Me to We and becoming Agents of Change. On March 24th, Caro 

Kingston from Free the Children came to speak with all students in grades four to eight. Free the Children is 

an international charity and educational partner, working both domestically and internationally to empower 

and enable youth to be agents of change. We enjoyed listening to Caro who taught us that one small thing 

can make a big difference.  
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Pictures from The Big Crunch 

On Thursday, March 12
th
, we celebrated healthy eating by participating in The Great Big Crunch.  At exactly 

10:00 all Buttonville students and staff took a synchronized bite of a fresh, juicy apple. We would like to thank 
our Healthy Schools Student Ambassadors as well as Costco Wholesale at 1 Yorktech Drive for donating 
some apples. The event was a great success!  

National Autism Awareness Month 

At Buttonville, we will be learning about Autism Spectrum Disorders throughout the month of April, Autism 

Spectrum Disorder, also referred to as Autism, is a neurological disorder which can cause variable develop-

mental disabilities. Autism affects the way the brain functions, resulting in difficulties with communication, so-

cial interaction, patterns of behaviour, activities and interests. According to the latest estimates (March 2014) 

of the U.S. Centre for Disease Control (CDC) 1 in every 68 children 

are born with an Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD). This results in 

approximately 515,000 Canadians living with an ASD. People with 

ASDs develop differently from others in the areas of motor, lan-

guage, and cognitive and social skills. Each person with an ASD is 

unique and will have different abilities. "Symptoms" or disabilities 

caused by ASDs might be very mild in one person and quite severe 

in another. We encourage you to talk to your children about what 

they are learning about Autism. On Thursday, April 30th, we are asking all of our students to wear blue to 

show our new learning and awareness of autism. Light It Up Blue Buttonville! 
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Spring Clothing Drive 

International Day of Pink 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday, April 8, 2015 is the Day of Pink which is the International Day against bullying, discrimination, 

homophobia and transphobia in schools and communities. It is an annual day in April where communities 

around theworld wear pink to show respect for diversity and to demonstrate support for learning and working 

environments which are safe and inclusive of people from all different backgrounds.  

At Buttonville, we will be encouraging all of our students to wear pink to promote diversity and demonstrate 

our commitment to end bullying.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Buttonville is pleased to announce a date for our Spring Clothing Drive. Bag2School will be visiting our school 
on Friday April 17

th
 to collect any clothing donations that your family may have. For your convenience, blue 

bags will be sent home at the beginning of April. This is a great time to go through your closets and find 
clothes that have not been worn or items your children have grown out of. We appreciate your support as we 
were able to raise an astonishing $202 for charity in the fall. Donations can be dropped off in the front foyer 

beginning on Monday April 13
th
. 

Healthy Schools 

Our next Healthy Schools initiative, PAUSE to PLAY, will take place from April 27th to May 1
st

. Students will 
be encouraged to swap their screens for fun, play and physical activity as they pause to PLAY every day! 
Students throughout York Region can experience the benefits of being active as we encourage them to turn 
off their screens and turn their activity levels up! Students are encouraged to put televisions, videogames and 

computers on pause for one full week. This is a great opportunity for all families to think of creative and 
unique ways to participate in safe active play and spend quality time together.   

http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwoodside.aberdeen.sch.uk%2F2014%2F09%2F04%2Fbag2school%2F&ei=RtgaVe6-CIW6yQSSoYHYAw&bvm=bv.89381419,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNFBbJBLcxR6Y3UVXTdNKXa4
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Bussing Eligibility 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you know that students’ bussing eligibility changes throughout their school career? Your son/daughter’s 

eligibility to ride the school bus may change according to their grade and distance from home to school. Be-

low are the provisions for eligibility identified in the Board’s Transportation Policy #680:  

-3 who live within 1.2 km of their school are not eligible for transpor-tation  

-8 who live within 1.6 km of their school are not eligible for transporta-tion  

-12 who live within a transit served area are not eligible for transporta-tion.  

To view Board Policy #680 Student Transportation, please visit www.yrdsb.edu.on.ca. For more information 

about bus transportation and to determine your son/daughter’s eligibility please visit www.schoolbuscity.com.  

Summer Institute for Kids 
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 April 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 Pizza lunch 

 April 3 Good Friday (No school) 

 April 6 Easter Monday (No school) 

 April 7 Popcorn/Cookie Sales 

 April 9, 23 Sub Lunch 

 April 14 Pasta Lunch 

 April 21 Booster Juice 

Upcoming Dates / Events 

  April 30 GNA Assemblies   

http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=AjkTZPRiqkdOeM&tbnid=O_TCoXVAokAvVM&ved=0CAgQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clker.com%2Fclipart-popcorn-2.html&ei=Bq_tUqDkFYvQqAH7y4HgDw&psig=AFQjCNFsxL4e4wKw0FtBLhW_BAXf_xh6dA&ust=1391394950467039
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=BKnmWAnOp3lNRM&tbnid=tOxJEPT5Nno-fM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.subdude.us%2F&ei=ubDtUpT7MIOgqgGl84CwDw&bvm=bv.60444564,d.aWM&psig=AFQjCNG9Hr0JKNw17p8gGIr3YPdX53DQ
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=_MCR9Q3bZ7UGWM&tbnid=pZO3ScU9f1OptM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fblogs.sfu.ca%2Fservices%2Fthedish%2F%3Fp%3D117&ei=2rHtUsrjFdG_qQHgiYDwDw&bvm=bv.60444564,d.aWM&psig=AFQ
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=xbP35Ryb8QPezM&tbnid=3dDS1SQc8E_aVM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fclipart0.com%2Fclipart-of-children%2F&ei=RbLtUsOjO4j8qwGJ54C4Dw&bvm=bv.60444564,d.aWM&psig=AFQjCNGw8YVM
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=AqEuy3YPJQ9-aM&tbnid=Q_Z5W4o7SIj5HM&ved=0CAgQjRw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.buckscountybarbershops.com%2Fa_rewards.php&ei=i67tUsuHC8vdqQGRyYDwDg&psig=AFQjCNEFn5ZAw-szdUKGM_Ri8r9INMO4Rg&ust=13913948
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=xbP35Ryb8QPezM&tbnid=3dDS1SQc8E_aVM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fclipart0.com%2Fclipart-of-children%2F&ei=RbLtUsOjO4j8qwGJ54C4Dw&bvm=bv.60444564,d.aWM&psig=AFQjCNGw8YVM

